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SECTIONI
INTRODUCTION

Tha Angle-American Combined Bomber Offensive {CHO) during World War IT was
selected as 8 strotepy of massive and systematic bembing of German wer relnted factories
and sibios in eedar to destroy the German military induslrin! und cconomic systam and o
undermine the morelr of the Gorman pecple *is a pain: whare their capecity for ormed
ragistancs {would be} fatally weakened.” (T:135; 897, %228} This briel treatise anaiyses
the militery stralegy of the CBO usiog the military stratepy/process "modei’ developed by
James A Mowbray (Mowkroy Model) of the Ajr War College faculty  (14:16.20)

The Mowbroy Madel is wseful ts anajyze the development of o histerical mititary
stratogy by examining the impact of fuclors. beginning with the threat confrunting o
natico cr coalition of naticns cn the pational iatareats involved. then how Lhat Lhrent
influences the pelitical and militnry Jeaduership. and in turn. the natioand policy in
formulating the chjective and oltimats strategy  {(14:16-18) Although a corlain amount of
daseriptinn and axplanation of the Mowbroy Medel is coviously necessary. the model merely
provider the remework for enalysis The scope and focus of this paper is not that
framawerk bul rather the analysls of the sirategy utilizad during the CBO That is. this
anulysis will use the Alowbroy Model 4o show how verious [nctors infiuenced the

development of the strategy of the CBO and why that siralegy was usad



SECTIONI
BACKGROUND

Worll) War I began Sepwmﬁer 1. 1939, when Cermany invaded Poland end ended
September 2. 16845, with the sigring of peacs accords absard the USS Missouri in Tokyo
Bay The genesis of the confilet cenlersd on itha ethnocentris policy concepts formulated by
Adolf Ritlar when be became Chanceller of Germany in 1233 (18:12)

inihe years preceding the war. Hitler's rocist ideciogy ond his doctrine of soquiring
space (luntl) to support what ho viewed as the superior race focused the avtention of
Germany primsrily on Poland. Russla. Austria snd Franer. Germany's wotld trade and
npvel embitions aiso pesed a dir threak ko Great Britain  (15:14-13) An admirer of
Musselini’s fasciet agends Hitler formed an sliiance with Ialy. with an eye toward alding
Tialy in ita expansienisl program and gaining Italian suppert in the German annexation of
Austria and the conquering of other European ydies {1B:20-21) Within two years n}' the
Pelish invasion. Germany was at {ull-scale war againat the Allied pownrs. including Russia.
France and Englanid

In the Pacific an adberent of tha German/ltalian Axis facking in natural resouress
10 faed her own industries and alrsady engaged in 3 war against China. Japan covatad the
rescurce Hich British colonics of Southeast Asia and the nilrich Dutch rolony in the East
Indies. (15:28) An Amcrican trade embirygo engineered W lone Japan Lo cease har wae *
with China threntaned Jopan's efforts 1o chiain pecessary industriel yesources. and on
Docember 7. 1941, Japan attacked the U 5. naval Dect at Ii-"ear} Harber in an elfort to

neutralize the Amarican fleet (15:28}

o
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Now under dirset attack by the Axis. the Uniled States entered the war in support
of the Allied coalition of powers it is Jalr to 2oy that overnll military doctring of the Allicd
powery in Warld ?-'nr ' was hased in significant part if not whelly upan the policy
pxnounced by President Rocsevel! that the Alliss would insist upon uneonditional
surrenider [rom Lhe Axis powers This wea apparently an uapromeditated comment made
al k praas conference. p resnork which seme have eriticized as being careless and politically
motivarad and cne which initiated a policy lieble to profong she war. (12:181; sec oleo 415
Regordiess of one s view a5 10 whother the Prasident's comment was cezeless or policy well
theught put. it becaine the overriding Allled 2im. {4:4)

Since the American natiopal interest required the survivel of Great Botsinas e

ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ#ﬁﬁ?&a’a&heh}ﬂuwtuﬁ.ﬂm Uritod Stateswaz ihat initial elforts

toward Japan would be limitad 6 contamment and harassment unti! Sormany was
del’gau:d. {4:2. B) Limitations of space provenlu delziied discussion hers of the averall sir.
ground ond maritime Brategy of the entire war but it is sulicient for the purposes of this
analysis to note that,

The Allied offensive in Europe wos to include economis prassure through

blockads. & suatained air olensive aguinat German military power, early

Jdefeat af laly, and the buildup of forces for an aventual innd offensive

egainst Gersomny As rapidly as possible, the Allics were W achiovn

~cuperiority of sir strength over that ol tho enamy. packicularly in long-range

striking furcos.” (3:505: quotes iu eriginal) \

Arhipving long-range striking uir superivgily over Gormuny was 1o bs gccomplished
primarily through strategic bombing, & {then} new technigue of wurlar definod by General
Carl Spastz, one of the leading air commandors in Warld War i1 and first Chyief of Stall of
oha nutanomous United States Alr Forre, 33 "2n independent air campaign. intended to bo
derizive. and directed against the essential war-making capacity of the enemy.” (1111203

7
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1 Furope that air campaign wud varried out through the CB% a productola
Airective issued o8 the tosult of the conference held in 1043 in Cossbiancs at which US
Drasident Frankiin Roosevelt British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and the Combined
Chiefs of Stall of the American and British armed services had, in esgence astablished a
formula for ending the war {12:181} )

Whether the CBO itsell was “decisive” is to this dav the subject of some
disagreernent butin fact e eflort was frustrated to ane degree or anolher by varioua
factors. imeluding. among others. delays in sbtaining adaguate long-range ascort fightar
support. ducisions by palitical and tap level military leaders o invade North Alricn ta
ensure coatrol of the Maditsrransan. dilfering inlerpratations of the Casablanen Dircctive.
snd diifersnces between the United Siates pnd British nirmen s o targeting and methods

ofbombing (4:13. 24. 32 ES; 7:138. 135 see clip 16:H1IY

T
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SECTION 1
DESCRIPTION OF THE COMBINED BOMBER OFFENSIVE
varvisw
One historical analyst has defined the stratepic alr war in Burope s {alling into
three phases: first, during 1942 us groping growing. ond beeoming organlzod; during 1843
and the first haifef 1044, as wresting air pupericrily owdy from the Luftwalle and paving
the way for a successful cruss-Channel invasion: snd Gnally aftor June 1944, as a purely
stratogie air campaign. {9:228) Althcugh both Tagtand sod the United States had
enntusted bumbing setivities ia Europe prior to 1343, the Anple-Amurticen gonbined
bember olfensive. was the enaciment of the Jast twp phases of the strategic air war in

™
- - A — —r e o - Ir - —
M Mﬂmpﬁ-_..n.—m_—mr._m [ T - ot ooy - ! . rta

The middie phase provided the busa for the final phase 2gainst Germony's war-
making capacity (9:228) The sverall political and military straingy of the middls phuse
hod two chicetives: o rodusy Germany s wor maoking ability and Lo gain "air aupeﬁs;rity'
sver Europe. that is. 1o make it pessible o cazry oul elfective grovnd. naval. and alr
operations despile enemy apposition (9:228.220) Thoss cbjerlives guals were ultimately
accomplished by tha CBO. but their realisutivn wis aot accomplishett without StrupEle -~
both internial ond external

Decorinlion

On the surface. the Casablanca Diroctive appeared 1o be steaightforward: "Your
primary object will be Lhe progressive dastruction and disiocalion uf.i;he Curman military.
indusirial end economic system snd the undermining of the morale of tha German people

tp n peint where their sapocily [or armed togistance ix fatally waakened ™ {7:136; 8:07,

"im



9228 That the intent was not 2 chvicualy e:x;:ras,scd. huwever. is evidenced by the fact
that Uy Lhe tirme the dirpetive was adepted by the Combined Chiafx of Staif on Mpy 18
1948 g sentence had beed 2dded. apparently o darify what wps meant by "fataily
weakened™: “This is construed as meanlng 5o weekened ax to permit initiation of Gnal
esmbined oporations on the Lontinent.” (8102} “

1n point of fact. the addad sentence cresied more intarpretations and raised furthes
doubts a5 to the basic strategic purpese of the CBG. (B:0T) For exampie. the RAY Bomber
Command viewed the primary abjective of the Cassblsnes Dircetive ts be focused upon and
defined by the "undermining of tha morale of the German people {0 2 point where their
capacity fr prmed resistance is fatally weakened ™ (8:102) This intarpretation wes

—r-.aMiawm&m&tratugiwamh‘mg.dncmm_that Germany could be defented by

genernl. more of less indiseriminate prea bembing by night {described by snre as "lerror
bombing"). directad towerd whals industrial arcas rather than specific key tarpots {7:136
163) Disagreeing with their WAF rounterparts. the Amenitan airmen foruzad on these
aspects of the directive speaking o "the progressive destruetion and dislocation of the
Garman military. industtial and acanomic system.” end consistent with thoir yot dargely
antosted doctring. felt the German WAT ecoROMmy could best ba shattered by seiective
duy'ume precision bembing {7:136; 8:102) Arguably. the two air [oreas were sdopting
dilferont tactical methods in pursuit of different strategic ende. but they were linked by *
commen. sverriding ebjective - the overwhelming defeat of Germany {11:234; sre ulso
13:10)3

Major Denaral Haywood Hansell one of the “groals’ among nlannars of World War

11 air warfare hay poled somawhat of a distonnacl botwnrn both the RAF ond American



airmen s views and thosa of the bighest levul mititary snd political lfnderﬁ of both nations
25 to the primary purpese of the CBO  To the lsiter. Genaral Hansell apines. “the real
ebjective of the bomblng offensive wes making pessible an invasion of the continent”
(8:103)

Howaver one may viaw the ahlgetive of the CBO campaign straluyy. top of the list of
aversl corlition strntegic ohjectives waa the total defeat ol the enemy. and tha CBO was
azacuted to achieve thix overriding goal (4:10) Whatever disagreement may have existed
between RAF snd American nirmen as 1o sppropriate targes and malhods to carry cut the
B0 ware rasclved by the CBO Plan. drawn up alter Whe Casablanca Conlerence which
rolled forboth daytime and nighttimg bombing - round the eleek  (17:121) The RAF would
eondurct “ares” bombing at night. while the American Eighih Air Forze wouid bomb selected |
industrial tergets during deylight bours. (4:92}

The primary forces used In the CBO were the RAF Boember Commung fiying the
tancastar and the B-24 “Liberatar” and B-17 "Flying Fortross of the Ameticen Eig;u.h Adr
Torce Coneistent with their ajr warfare docirines the Dritish bad develupud ihe large
Lancatter for heavy night hombing. whils the American bembers were designed snd built
fer precision daytime bumh.ing {17:121}

The full impact of these resources. however. was deplated ¢t at laast delayed. fivst
by the fliversion into North Alrica in late 1942 which committed muny heavy bombers
satended for use in Evrope much longer than anticipated {B:105 106; 13:103) Second. the
Americans were sulloring unacceptable heavy losses during uncseorted daylight bombing
runs. despite changes in combat formation or other tacties (231 ‘T his probiem was

evanivally remediod by the deployment of the P-51 (Muslang”). bul it was Murch 1344

P,



before thers were entagh Mustangs ta begin escorting farge daylight raids into the hearvof
Germany (3:239)

Additionally. the strotegic air forees were frustratad by the requirement to divert
efforts 1o Largets not necessarily vital to the German wer sconamy. mich g, Garman
gubmarine boses along the Fronch toast. (9:23); 13:1623) This is not to imply that such
divarsich was unnecsssary  German svhmarines still remained the principal threat to
Allied operations of this stage of the war {13:300} The Alles had decided at the
Casablanea Conforence that their prime targets mustlbe the Guerman Voboats (11:281)
Next in crder of Lergeting wers transportation. aircraft industry. oil plants ang “othar
targets in énemy war industry " (12161 162}

The CBC.was exeruted principally in three phases In 1843 and 1944 (7:145) Lind)

adequats escort fighter protection for leng range bombing Tuns was provided in the final
phese. tlhough the CBO inflicted bmmense domage to most of the piaces astacked. the
German war etonemy was ralatively unsffested {(4:113; 7:14%) Further. though the weight
of bombs drepped ony Germany in 1943 wos five times more than the yoar before, German
armaments production aclually incveared by 50 per cant. {1:153)

Surh fucts do not necessarily suggest the £BO was a fallure  Allied strotegic
borabing diverted &n enormous amount of German manpawer and matgrie]l whith
otherwise eould have been used on the Eastern and Western [ronte {7:153) in so doing. ;'5
stated by Msjor Generel Hansel) whose epinion is admittadly biased, at the veory Jeast the

CBO provided the sine qua apn for the invasion of Burope. (¥:118)

4

1



SECTION TV
ANALYSIS OF THE COMBINED BOMBEER OFFENSIVE

The Mowbrgy Audel dlustrutey the luctors which influence the develepment of a
past natisnal. caaliticn. theater or campaign military strategy, jaid down in 2 sequence
fram the impact of the parsepticn of the threat on neticnal intarasts to e exeeution of the
strategy (34:16-17) The graphic Hiustration of the model iliustrates the strength of impact
ol each of the various factars on devejoping the strategy by the widih and direction of
arrows indicating the "fow of influence from higher ta lower invels cf coneern.” {14:16-17}
Thatis. the wider the arrow undey a glven foetor. the morc Important that facter Is w the
aim (14:16) Further detail as to the Model fuself. will not be provided hore. but rather the
Medels aneivticalschene will be applied in examining the varions facters infiunncing
stratepy in the poages that foilew

The Threat

Mewlray deiines the throat canfronting s natien of 3 coalition of nations. zs the
rensen for and focus of any strategy  (14:18) Hiter: dramatic rise to power in Nazi
Germany and the fermnation of the Axis conliticn of powerts in the faw yoesra prior to the
reginning of World War IT chearly focused merican sirslegy. policy ond militery ductrine
{6:455} Prior to Lhose developments. Amarican national interests wers sficially artizulated
by the political leadership as e policy of defending the nalicn s shorelines {2:445; 6:485) )
That pelicy was surely influcased by such cvents 25 the impact of the Great Bepression and

the unpapulnity of Amaricar inveivement in Werld War | an socintal values and the
T

nation s esources  Given Lhz threat of aggressive hastile cxpunsionist pulicics and



doeteines of the Axis however nationzi pelicy broadenad ts more I'uf?}' encompass the
Morroe Doctrine $ commitments t Amaerican uhiey in the Western Humisyhere (6:430)

The Axis threat ales impactad military Jesderahip thinking on forca structure,
rechuology and doctring In essence. while military nolisy eantinund to be refensiva in
fncus, the thrent with American national tnterests and pelitica) commitmente, foreed o
capability for offensive. as well a8 defenaive military astion. {6485}

The Lhrent had en even more obvious aad direet influcnes on the Allied powels in
Eurape. who were literally fighting for survival The Axis throat w the Allies. to Great
Dritain in particstar, with the threat 1o the Wesiern Hemispheors in general not only
infusnced Americen strategy but directly formed the foundation of the Allad eoulition
stratopy threughout the war {(4:3) Becsuse of the etrong political commitments batwesn
the Alliss, the threat posed by the Axis also provided the glue which hetd the CBO siralegy
together in the face of otherwise sirong disagreaments snd nocossary diversions of forees
and resources throughout the perind of 1842-1945

iope]! itien [ptorost

slthough the Mowbray Model distingpuishes naticnasl/coalition intevests from
nalionalicanlition chiettives {14:18-18), the two concepls are Aol mutually exclusive. A5 Dr
Maowbeny poinis ous, The national interests of the country . ae 3 major ilnot the mejor
inQuenca upon policy and the abjective of the war * [14:19) indeed. the concepts are )
iniprlwined with nativond strategy. whicls Tuses it the puwers of v aotivs W nitain milona
intarssts and chjoetives. {1:30) Tho same can be soid for roalition si:rut.::gy and its

relatinship to coalilion intorests end objectives.



f1: addition to easuring the survival of Great Britain {4:1) for the wor in goneral
tlsarly the Amarican caticnal intarest in preventing Axis influence. i not expansion. in the
Westarn Hemisphers was a prinee [actor which shaped natienal pelicy snd the objective of
the war That interest wos truly natianal in scope. held by virtoaliy every Amcrican man.
werman and child As expressed by one who was 2 child during the war: 'In ouy vivid
expectation. losing World War 13 whuld mean bsing seeupied  Evanif wo were not lahen
ever. we had an only somewhat less horrendous anxiety that we weudd be bombed . the
more scute fear of insing the war itsalf  was supplanled ps o personal nrecczupetion by &
Lind of monpmaniatal focus an the war end the drve ta win it (5:H5)

““te coalition interasts of the Allies were fo l2ss icBuentiel upon coalition pelicy and

tha ebicctive pfthewar “British Prime Ministor Winston Chusrchill and U 8 Prosident

A
!

Franklin D Roessvolt cast the struggle against Nazi Germany und Jagan B3 8 cyusade to
save civilization itself” (16:HI12) Likewise. American natienal and Alifed coalition
interests ned on equally powerful influenee upon Lhe policy and campaign ebjectives of the
CRO Even priov to the war in the 1930's Greet Britain viewed a strong bomber fome as a
datarrant to baormbing attacks on the mether couniny {12:152). and the chjectives outlined in
ihe Caseblanca Directive spoak for themsulves as o the influance of the Adlied esalition
intarpste in thair development (Ser T:136; 13:100; 17:110)

{nfiuances of Seeintal Valuee Rerousers and Political Laadepshin

The socintal values ond nationnl rosources of cech ally in 2 coalition of poweors
yrovide inputs (e pulitical leadarshin daveloping the volicy which rgverns the militery
and detarminas the objeciive (34:18) Tor both the war in general and tha CBO campaign.

the key sacintal values of the varisus Adlied powers wire similnr cnough that they may



fwicly cousidered tobe sharcd. Those societe) vElues hod o direet influcace on the national
respurces ovailable tneatduct the war zod ihe CBO campaign. For pxample American
societal values evidenced by victory gardens. “Hasls the rivater.” motion picturcs. popuier
music and the like, directly impacted putiona} resources Civifian lifs in World War 1 was
“one unbroken streteh of national reseive and snerifics” which ereated what has been
dareribnd as “an wamatched scaporic and technologiesl colpssus.” (10:116; see also 5:114)
A5 one chserver noled: "By warsend U5 plangs were turning out 60.000 warplanes and
o theusand cargo ships a year. . Inell the US wur effort preduced 286.601 wirerafs.
71 D60 shipa. 8G.388 tanks. This miracl of production. as much 8S MANpowar using the
weapons coming off the lines won toe war " (HHT) Although the numbers may differ the
societp) values of English citizens had a similet impect o British notional resources
avsilable for the war oversll and the CBO campaign  Wndoubledly these “inputs” jed the
Ameritan ond British political feadership to davelop the resoluts policy for the war of total
dafeat of their entmies |
Tocictal values not only infuenesd Allisd overali war stralegy but that of the CBC
compaign as well Dy way ol exuimple. Brilish scuietal values regarding retaliation for
German attacks on Londen. Coventry and other English citiss warg & major factsr (plong
wilh. no doubt, thoir failures at daytime precsion bombing) infuencing the Lop Anglicaa
volitical and military leaders 1o develop a pelizy of arca bombing ~ including civilians. N
(1142 144 150 153 17:121) Perhaps due in part o the fact that thelr mainiand had
nuver sullered such widespread attacks on civilian pnpulnﬁana, the American sotiotal

values opposcd mass bombing of civillans (11118}

Lin
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.o Tmiprolay of Military 1eadership, Dectring, Foree Strucuire and Techaology
.,5-.,5 Dr. Mowhray opingd. the militzry s watribution ta the ar;;:mplishmanl. ol &
nztions} (or coalition) objective is determined by the capability of the military loadership.
whith in turn. is driven by the svailable forte structure. {14:18} The fores struchare §s
detarmined by doctrine ps well o5 technology {(14:18) Thae Mowbroy Model Dlustratas the
dynsmic intarrelationship of these {zetors and their uitimate infuense on strategy {14:1D)
The inlecplay of these four factors significantly influencad tha strategy impinmeonted
by the CBO  Although there is no shortage of critical opinton aboul corlain decisions they
raade. the putcome of the war and histery in genera) sitest ta the extracrdinary capnbility
of the American snd Allled military leadership. A.'. {or the CBO. tha infivence of forea
_sleueturs - perticularly diversion and delay in provisien of foren - on the Allied miditary
jeaders was pronouncad. and beyond question. alffected attainment of the cenpaign
ehinctives, (B:100)
| Beth doctrine and technology determined the force sirueture for the CEO. E’ﬁmnriiy
pacavse of techinolopical edvances in the years preseding the war. toth American and
Gritish air wor dostrines had ceme to focus on the bomber 2s the basic erm of air warlere.
{6:502 1:141) The evelulion of doctrine focusing an heavy bembers suppianted varlier air
war goctrine emnphagizing pursull aviation {8:303) Bacruse the heevy bomber dectrine
fatlad to recognize the vulnerebility of bombers to fighters. and the concamitant delay in h

providing long-rangs pursnil/Dpbiar escort. 1he effioctivenass of the CBO was delayed. i oot

significantly mitigated (4:93: T:130; Bril4: D23l 11:235: 1:162 ¥71 173; 13:106)

L4
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Applying the Mov. bray Swatery/Process Analysis Model to the Anglo-American
Combined Bomber Offensive in Eurche during World Wur {1 clerrly shows how the Axis
threat to the Allied powers was the focus of the CED strategy 1hat threat directly
impacted both the nationul end coalition jnterests of the Allies These iatarests, with the
prevalent socistai vaiues and ressureas genilable directly influesced the Allied politicad
lestdership which developed Lhe policy of unquslified defeat of the enamy That policy,
shared by the Allies «na jmplemanted by capable military leadership Forue siructure air
war docleing and iechnology all hod an eifect on the Liming and aLilily 1o aliain the
objective of the CBO Finally. the influsnce and interrelaticnship of all these factors
- snaped the campalpn strategy of round the clock bombing with precision targeting by day

and ares bombing dy night

iy
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SECTIONY
SIMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

That the planners of the 1942 1945 Anglo-American Cornbined Bomber Ofiensive
(CEO) during World War 1] selected a stratagy of methodical bombing of Germany nu &1
enormous scele is an uncontroverted fact of bistsyy  However, whather that strategy wos
eslectod moraly b0 weaken Germahy so as to ebsure ihe xurcess of OVERLORD, the great
eroxs-Channel attack in 1844, or to bring sbout the total dustrusticn of the whele military.
industrizl and economic svstem 2 well s the morale of the German people is yet. today
the subject of some intorpretation The Casablanca Directive. stating. nmeng other things
the phjectives of the carnpalgn. was subjesl W diflering intarnratstions when it wes written

nnd it remalns 50 today. Thus the reazen the sirategy wos selested for this campaign and

whether the CBO was suesesshi] depends upon one s view of the purpese tatad in the
Cassblanen Direetive.

Did the CBO jtze}f bring about overwhelming defeat of Germany? Although .the
writings of botk Genernls Hensell and Spaats relect the view that Allied air power was
deeisive L the war In Westarn Eurepe. modern historians have reached divergent
conclusions sbout not only the CBO. but elso nir power in general and the overzll impaet
an the wor Whatever disagreement there may ba ragarding the “decisiveness’ of the CBO.
howsever. thore reems Lo be unasimous sgreement among alt bistoricol anclysts that the N
CHO was tertainly 2 sipnificant factor in datermining tha outeasne of the war in Europe.

Further. if cne views Lha chijective of the CBO s meking possible an invasion of the

Continent. it can be sean 25 nothing laks than an overwhelming success



o —
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Althcugh there appears to be no real consensus as to ths ultbnate pursoss of the
CBO. it i5 reasonable to cenclude that the campaign strategy of sustained massive day and
rdght bembing of Germany by Dritish and Arnerican heavy bombers wat selected to weaken
the German marale snd wermaking ability to an extent to ensure the sucenss of the crosa.
channei Invasion For the first tiyme In the history of wiselary. suth a strategy was nob only
possible to implement. but its soczess could be realisteslly mviﬁunad

Althouph the concept of alr wer{are waa not entirsly new - it had been sround for at
lepst 25 yeurs - the doctrines for tha application of the air arm of military powsr wrre stil]
evolving Thal evolution was shaped oot only by changes in perceived growing threats to
national interest, but also in largs measure by increased technology and national rescuross
aveilable to develop that teehnelopy Avirtion acience and engineering were not so F
advanced in World War T ta enable the production of Jong-rangs heavy sircraft let alons
convinee. or even influence top level military leadarship to begin thinking in terms of
strategic bombing

By the time World War 11 waa in full swing however. li that had changed The
newly doveloped tochnelogy enabling the nroduction of the British J.ancaster and the
Americen B-17 and B-24, end uitimataly the long -rnn;,;e P-51 escart fighter provided the
oppertunity for Anglo American political and military lsaders to shilt paradigms of military
thinking to Include strategic bombing r9 2 visble strategy -

Altbough the RAF was established as an {ndependent arm of the British military in
World War 11, Amuericun girmen within Whe Army Air Coms wore still fighting for an

autonomons air farce  Decisive or not as to the outcome of the war in Europe. at the very

least the CBO represented the realizetion of the dreams of American airman who soupht to

g



vindicatas their faith in an antonomous miljtary wir arm and independent gir warfore basad
on hombing  Although perhaps not the primary factor. surely the success of the CBO wasza
significant facter in the uliimats dedsion in 1947 to establish the United States Alr Foree
a5 on independent service. cooqual with :.im Army and Navy within what we now knfrw as

the Department of Defonse.
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